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I, Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Ronnie Dewberry), declare under penalty of perjury that: 

 

1. I am a 54-year-old prisoner and have spent the last 28 years in solitary confinement.  I 

have been in the Pelican Bay SHU since June 1990. 

2. I have had no major disciplinary infractions since 1995 and no gang related disciplinary 

infractions for my entire time in the SHU.   

3. Based on my sentence, I am eligible for parole.  I have been to the parole board four 

times already, and was denied each time.  I believe I would be considered for parole 

consideration but for my retention in the SHU. 

4. I suffer from hypertension, chronic lower back problems and pain, stomach problems, 

and swollen thyroid glands. I was on pain medication twice a day for my back pain, but 

that was halved without explanation in 2011.  Recently, my pain medication was reduced 

by half again.  Now I only have enough pain medication for the first half of each month, 

and I have to go without pain medication for the second half of each month.  

5. My cell has no window or natural light, and I suffer melanin deficiency leading to severe 

pigmentation loss and vitamin D deficiency. At the beginning of 2012, I was getting 

Vitamin D pills, but that stopped in late 2012.  My eyesight has also gotten much worse 

in recent years.   

6. I was originally validated as a member of the BGF simply because of alleged associations 

and materials that CDCR claims to have found in my cell.  I was placed in administrative 

segregation in 1985 because CDCR claims I had five sheets of paper which appeared to 

be part of the BGF Constitution, even though CDCR released me to the general 

population when the papers were first found, and because the name “Rashad” was found 

on a list in someone else’s possession.  I used that name but so did other prisoners.  I 
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believe that these reasons were pre-textual and fabricated, and that I was really put in the 

SHU because of my political activism and ideology.    

7. At my 180-day and annual reviews, CDCR have only asked me to debrief, and whether I 

have mental health issues.  They also check to see if all my paperwork is in order.  They 

don’t ask me any questions about any gang-related behavior or association.  They also 

don’t suggest any ways I could change my behavior to earn release.   

8. I was denied inactive status in November 2011 because my name appeared on a coded 

roster in another prisoner’s possession, and because I possessed political and historical 

writings, and photographs, including a pamphlet in Swahili, which my inactive review 

materials state is a banned language at PBSP.  CDCR also relied on confidential 

memoranda stating that I am a BGF “enforcer”, and on my participation in George 

Jackson University.  According to my inactive review materials George Jackson 

University “is not a university at all,” but rather a “concept,” “to teach the philosophies 

and ideologies of all ‘Political Prisoners’” and “to enlist individuals who are not in prison 

to help spread the ideologies of the BGF (Black Guerilla Family).”  CDCR misstates the 

purpose of George Jackson University, which is to educate people to understand their 

own African history and culture and to educate all prisoners about their rights.  True and 

correct copies of my 2011 inactive review documents can be found at Exhibit D.  

9. None of the materials used to deny me inactive status and consign me to the SHU for at 

least six more years contained any evidence whatsoever that I was involved in any gang-

related activity as I understand those words.  Rather, the evidence used by CDCR of 

“gang activity” was my political writings and materials that I had in my cell.  

10. Being at the SHU has made it hard to have any kind of normal family relationship.   
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11. I have received very few social visits because it is so difficult for my family to get here.  I 

had less than one visit per year between my 1990 transfer to Pelican Bay SHU and 2007.  

I had no visits between 2008 and February 2012.  Since 2012, my sister has been able to 

visit a few times.   

12. Between 2006 and 2010, I attempted to donate one of my kidneys to another sister, who 

was critically ill and needed a kidney transplant.  CDCR refused my request.  My sister 

died in June 2010 from kidney failure.   

13. My prolonged solitary confinement in Pelican Bay has caused me serious harm.  I have 

described and discussed this harm with the experts who have been retained by my 

lawyers in this case.   

14. I am a principal negotiator for the Pelican Bay Human Rights movement in our efforts to 

educate people about the torturous conditions at the SHU and to peacefully protest 

against our SHU confinement by means of this lawsuit, hunger strikes, and political 

writing. 

15. Because of my role as a principal negotiator during the 2011 hunger strikes CDCR has 

designated me and three other prisoners, including my co-plaintiff Todd Ashker, to be 

PBSP-SHU prisoner representatives for the purpose of discussing prisoner complaints 

and issues with PBSP administrators.  My co-plaintiffs Danny Troxell and Paul Redd 

have been designated alternative representatives as part of this process. 

16. Part of my non-violent activism efforts have included participation, along with fifteen 

other PBSP-SHU prisoner representatives of different races and ethnic origins, in issuing 

a call for an end to all racial group hostilities in CDCR and the county jail system.  Our 

intent in issuing this statement is to greatly reduce racial violence in California prisons 
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I, Luis Esquivel, declare under penalty of perjury that: 

1. I am a 44-year-old prisoner who has spent the last 14 years in solitary confinement in the 

Pelican Bay SHU.   

2. I have never incurred a serious disciplinary violation while at Pelican Bay.  My only 

violations involve very minor administrative infractions such as saying hello to another 

prisoner.  

3. In 2007, after more than six years in the SHU, I was determined to be an inactive gang 

associate.  Even so, CDCR kept me in the SHU for a twelve-month “observation period.”   

4. A year later, in 2008, I was revalidated as an active EME associate because I possessed 

allegedly gang-related Aztec and Mayan artwork in my cell.  CDCR did not prove or 

allege that I had engaged in any gang activity.  True and correct copies of my 2008 

revalidation documents can be found at Exhibit F.   

5. In 2005, I asked for a hardship transfer from Pelican Bay, due to my mother’s difficulty 

in visiting me from San Diego.  My father also has difficulty traveling.  The counselor 

said he wasn’t going to file the papers for me, but that if I debriefed, I would be 

transferred to a prison closer to my parents.   

6. I did not see or speak to my parents between 2000 and 2009, when my mother died.  

After her death, I was allowed one phone call with my father and sister—my only social 

call in nine years.  As soon as I hung up the phone, a Pelican Bay counselor told me to 

think about taking advantage of the debriefing program, because my father was going to 

need me.  Two IGI investigators were standing with the counselor during this 

conversation. 
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